SPRINGWOOD HEATH PRIMARY SCHOOL

OUR SCHOOL LOCAL OFFER 
	How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

	· For those children who transfer into our ‘enhanced resourced provision’ their primary need of a physical and or complex medical difficulty will already have been recognised.

· When children have an already identified SEND before they join Springwood Heath Primary School, we work very closely with the agencies that support your child in their current setting and also you as parents/carers to ensure a smooth transition into our school.
· Your child may be identified as having an ‘additional need’ at any time during the school year. This ‘additional need’ could come from:

                    your child experiencing difficulties in a specific area of their learning.
                    Through regular assessments in school which shows your child is not making the progress we expect or this may 

                     show a particular difficulty. All children’s progress in English and Maths is tracked half termly.
                    your concern – and we would hope that you would talk to us especially your child’s class teacher or our school 
                    SENCO. A parent concern form can also be found on our school website.         
                    Class staff concern –you would be contacted and asked to come into school, so that staff could talk to you about their 
                    concern and to fill in a Cause for Concern sheet with your child’s class teacher which would then be passed to our
                    SENCO.

,           We pride ourselves on ensuring you as parents/carers are involved early with any difficulties your child may appear to be having within our school.
· As part of our graduated response, your child may have their learning needs met through normal teaching and learning strategies e.g. small group teaching, use of ancillary equipment and aids, use of additional schemes/materials at your child’s learning level and catch up programmes. Their progress is monitored by their class teacher and our Assistant Headteachers. 
· For some children they may need a more tailored approach to address a specific SEN that is impacting on their ability to learn.  This will be discussed with you by our school’s SENCO and a Planning for Progress Plan will be put in place.
· You will be invited to termly Planning for Progress Meetings to review your child’s progress, to set their next steps and to discuss the activities and interventions that will support your child to achieve their next targets.

· If your child continues not to make progress, despite high quality teaching targeted at their area of need then our school SENCO may discuss with you the need to involve specialist services. A EHAT (Early Help Assessment Tool) will be completed to agree further actions and focus on expected outcomes. Our SENCO will meet with you termly to review your EHAT alongside your child’s Planning for Progress meeting.

	How will school staff support my child?


	· Our school SENCO and Assistant Headteachers oversee all the support and progress of children requiring additional support within school. This support, progress and ‘next steps’ are discussed with you as parents/carers at our termly ‘Planning for Progress’ meetings. 
· The class teacher will oversee, plan and work with all children with additional needs in their classroom to ensure that progress is being made and their ‘next steps’ are planned.

· Your child maybe supported at times by our Educational Support Workers who are based within each classroom. They may work with your child individually, in pairs or as part of a small group. This is all under the direction of the class teacher.

· Your child may also be supported by our SEND teacher who will teach your child within their own classroom or withdraw them on a 1 to 1 or within a small group to support their specific learning needs. 
· If your child has been given programmes to follow by outside agencies e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, we will liaise closely with their therapist and ensure that these programmes become part of your child’s learning.

	How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?



	· All teaching and learning within our classrooms is differentiated at appropriate levels so that all children are able to access their learning and make progress. This might mean that in a lesson there could be at least 3 different levels of work set for the class and also individually differentiated work. Children would work within small class groups or at times as a whole class depending on the subject area.
· We recognise that some children may need support to access their curriculum, so we make use of workstations, picture timetables, support for communication, specialised ICT equipment, countdown timers and a range of software and programmes on our school blog site to help your child engage with their learning and become independent learners. 

	What support will there be for my child’s overall well being?



	· We are an inclusive school who celebrate diversity.  It is important to us that your child is happy in our care. Happy children will learn.
· A school nurse is based permanently at our school. 

· If your child is within our ‘enhanced provision’ our school nurse will meet their medical needs supported by our team of support workers e.g. staff are trained to meet the medical needs of individual children.

· Most staff have had initial one day First Aid training and ten staff are named First Aiders within school who are trained to administer medication. 
· The class teacher and Assistant Headteacher of the phase has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child within their class and this would be your first point of contact. If further support is required this would be directed to our school SENCO who liaises effectively with outside agencies e.g. Community Paediatrician.

· We have a Seedlings worker based at Springwood Heath for one morning a week. Referrals are made through the schools SENCO. 
· We have two Learning Support Assistants who are trained to deliver ‘Draw and Talk Therapy’. This is a non threatening intervention which enables the children to draw and talk about their worries. Children are referred through our school SENCO.

· To support the development of social communication skills two ‘Socially Speaking Groups’ are organised within school for the Junior and Infant children. A communication group is organised within Early Years.

· All staff within school are approachable to any child within school as it is important that children are able to talk about any of their worries and concerns. 

· Many children have child centred profiles which support their health/care needs and how to help them in school. The profile also reflects what is important to them and the great things about them. As a parent it is important that you are involved when the profiles are created and reviewed. 
· Most children with a physical disability have a manual handling plan and an Individual Heath Care plan which is reviewed annually.

· Two of our support staff are trained attendance officers and will work closely with parents to ensure their children regularly attend school.

	What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?



	· Springwood Heath was formed from the merger of a special school for children with a physical disability and a mainstream primary in 1994; therefore all staff have developed knowledge and skills of meeting the needs of children with SEND.
· Our school SENCO was the Deputy Head of the special school therefore bringing with her a wealth of expertise. 

· Springwood Heath Primary School delivers an Outreach Service, supporting the needs of children with physical disabilities and fine and gross motor difficulties within all Liverpool schools. This includes assessing and supporting children within our own school.

· The Liverpool CAAT Team (Communication Augmentative Assistive Technology Team) is a multi agency team that is led from Springwood Heath. This team assesses children who need specialist equipment to support their access to communication and their learning. This includes assessing and supporting children within our own school.
· We employ our own Speech and Language Consultant for half a day every month. This enables children to receive an assessment of their Receptive and Expressive Language levels which can support their learning within the classroom and will set targets for further language development.  This assessment will also act as a referral to the Community Speech & Language Service. Additional staff have been trained by our Consultant to assess children using the Rapid and the Renfrew Screening Assessment.
· The school has five Centaur trained manual handlers to support the manual handling needs of children, who are mainly within our enhanced provision. All school staff have regular updated training to ensure the safety of the child they are transferring.
· Our SEN Teacher has a post graduate certificate in advanced educational practice (Dyslexia). Groups of staff are following the Inclusion Development Programme for children with dyslexia, to improve their knowledge and skills of supporting children with Dyslexia.
· Springwood Heath is a member of a Primary Consortium. Through this Consortium Outreach support from Liverpool special schools can be accessed i.e. HOPE School for Children with Social, Emotional and Behavioural difficulties, Aigburth High for children with complex learning difficulties and Abbots Lea for children with a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorder. The Educational Psychology Service, Early Years Specialist Teacher Support, Inclusion Support Workers, Family Support Workers can all be accessed via the Consortium. Referrals are made via a Pre CAF or CAF form (Common Assessment Framework). These forms will be completed with you by our school SENCO.


	What training does the staff supporting children and young people with SEND receive?



	· Our school SENCO attends termly SEND briefings delivered by Liverpool Children’s Services. Information is then cascaded back to school staff.

· As a school we work closely with external agencies to support the needs of all our children e.g. GPs, school nurse, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, CAMHS, speech & language therapists, paediatricians, social workers, educational psychologists,  ASD Pathways. Many of our staff attend training organised by these professionals. It is important as a school that our knowledge of children’s additional needs is kept a priority.  
·  All staff attend training sessions within school, twilight sessions and Inset Days to support children with SEND e.g. using visual symbols, Clicker grids, Dyslexia, Developing Attention & Listening skills, Speech, Language & Communication Difficulties.
· Staff who are part of the schools CAAT Team receive regular training from ACE Centre North in the assessment, training and how to support a young person who requires Assistive Technology or Augmentative Communication equipment. 
· All our staff receive training in delivering and supporting reading and spelling/phonics programme.    

	How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?



	· All children are included on school trips including School Residentials. We ensure all children’s needs can be met by allocating high staffing ratios and ensuring staff are trained to administer the necessary medication and meet children’s health and care needs. Occasionally parents maybe asked to accompany their child. 
· A risk assessment is completed prior to any trip out of school which may entail an extra visit by members of school staff to ensure the environment is accessible for all children.

· Class teachers will (knowing the needs of their class) ensure that their staffing ratio’s will keep everyone safe. 

	How accessible is the school?



	· Springwood Heath Primary School is a purpose built school for children with a physical disability and/or complex medical need. Therefore the school is wheelchair accessible, with all toilets being disabled access toilets, all classrooms having ceiling hoists to enable children to come out of their wheelchairs, sit in specialist chairs or be stood in their frames and a lift to the staff room and conference room on the first floor. 
· Our swimming pool has a disabled changing room with a hoist that will transfer your child safely into the pool. There is also an Oxford Dipper at the side of the pool for children who need to transfer from their wheelchair and be lowered into the pool. 

	How will the school support my child to join the school and how will the school support my child in transferring to the next stage of education?



	· It is essential that all children have a smooth transfer to our school and from our school. 
· All our ‘enhanced resourced’ early years children have a transition plan that has been discussed and agreed with the child’s parents/carers and external agencies. The transition plan will be monitored and extended or shortened with the agreement of all.

· We encourage all new children with their parents/carers, to visit the school beforehand. For some children with additional needs this may take a number of visits. For younger children, parents are encouraged to spend time with their child in their new classroom setting to help them settle into the new environment.   
· We have prepared visual welcome flyers for each classroom so that if children become anxious prior to starting at Springwood Heath they can see photographs of the class staff, know their names and see photographs of the classroom environment. 
· We liaise very closely with all our local secondary schools to ensure that the transition from primary school to secondary school is as smooth as possible. Sometimes this may involve having a detailed transition plan and ensuring additional visits are planned. 

	How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to a child’s or young person’s special needs?



	· The school’s SEN budget is allocated to meet the needs of all the children who have SEND. 
· The progress of all children is tracked carefully and resources are allocated and purchased to ensure children reach their full potential. This may be through the use of specific equipment including ICT equipment, software, staff to implement intervention programmes, staff to support the care, welfare and access needs of children, staff to provide emotional support and to support attendance, resources to develop independence skills e.g. specialist cutlery, social skills.  

	How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child receives?



	· We pride ourselves on working very closely with our parents as part of an ongoing process, which continues to identify and meet the needs of your children as they develop and grow.  
· In school we have adopted a graduated response. From a Cause for Concern being raised we will always plan your child’s support with you, review their progress and discuss their ‘next steps’.  

· The views of your child are central to the support they receive in school, so they are included in saying what support they feel they need. 

· At our Planning for Progress Meetings there is plenty of time for discussion and your views will be valued and welcomed. 

· We are aware at times we may have differing expectations of how children’s needs should be met to enable them to make progress and achieve. Although conversations maybe challenging it is in your child’s best interests that we all remain open and positive in order to agree outcomes. If we can’t accommodate your ideas we will explain why this is the case.

	How are parents involved in the school? How can I be involved?



	At Springwood Heath we value the contribution our parents make in supporting their own child’s learning and development and contributing to the life of our school.

· We have an open door policy although it maybe necessary to make an appointment if you wish to speak to a specific staff member. 

· We have an extremely active Parents Association that meets weekly and plans events throughout the year.
· All parents of Reception aged children are invited to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school with the Headteacher and Early Years staff.

· Parents/carers of young children are encouraged to ‘Stay and Play’.
· Parents/carers of nursery and reception aged children are given regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress and see their child’s Learning Journey Profile.
· Parents are actively encouraged to support their child with their homework and advice is readily available in relation to learning activities that can be completed at home.
· We hold parent workshops e.g. supporting your child to read, how to support your Dyslexic child. 
· Parents/carers are encouraged to listen to their child read and to make a comment on their child’s progress in a home/school reading diary.

· Parents/carers are encouraged to complete home/school link book to support their child’s learning and care needs.  

· Parents/carers are invited into school to learn specific skills that will support their child at home e.g. accessing Clicker 5.

· Parents are invited into school to spend time with their child in the classroom during our open afternoons or days.

· We hold termly Parents Evenings and termly ‘Planning for Progress’ meetings at which the teacher/key worker/SENCO and parent will discuss your child’s progress, showing what your child has achieved and identify /next steps of learning.
· We encourage parents to support and extend their child’s learning through our school blog site.



	Who can I contact for further information?



	· You can contact our school Admin office to arrange to meet the Headteacher or our Associate Headteacher who would willingly discuss how the school could meet your child’s needs. Our phone number is 0151 427 7759.
· Look at our school website. Our website can be found at www.springwoodheath.net
· The Local Offer can be found in the Family Services Directory on the city council website: www.liverpool.gov.uk 


